MAY    I9-MAY   26,    1904

On  Saturday,   the  Pilot ceased  publication,   to  my  real
regret.

Tuesday, May
Mrs. Devereux and Mrs. Laye lunched with me at Sylvain's
yesterday. " So you've started your carriage again ? " I said
to Mrs. Devereux. " Yes," she said, " I couldn't do without
it. Hang expense." They had both had the good taste to have
read my new book and to enjoy it thoroughly. They really have
a profound sympathy with each other, these sisters. And I like
to have them side by side and to sit opposite to them.
Mrs. Devereux said she was at a dinner party the other night
at which were also W. S. Gilbert and Douglas Straight.1 Straight
was talking about peculiarities of memory, loss of it, etc. He
said he could remember incidents when he was in Naples at the
age of two. But if he was asked where he dined last week he
couldn't remember. " No," said Gilbert. " And if you could,
probably you wouldn't be able to tell us."
Mrs. Laye maintained (not apropos of the above) that men
didn't like being made fun of whereas women didn't mind ; she
said she had been astonished at some men. She told a good
thing of a very old man on his dying bed giving advice to a
youngster : " I've had a long life, and it's been a merry one.
Take my advice. Make love to every pretty woman you meet.
And remember, if you get 5 per cent, on your outlay it's a good
return."
Afterwards we went to the Exposition des Primitifs. I
enjoyed it much more than I did the first time, partly because
it really is good, and partly because Mrs. Devereux, who is fear-
fully keen on primitivism, pointed out qualities to me. By the
way, I knew she would be keen on Anglada's decadence at the
Salon, and she is,
When they left me I went down to my Empke furniture shop
in the Boul. Raspail, and bought a book case, a fire screen, a
suspensoir, and two chairs, which I am eagerly expecting to-
morrow.
Thursday, May 2,6th.
Wefts, WMtten and Marriott think that " A Great Man " is my
best book. And Phillpotts is enchanted with it.
1 Sir Douglas Straight, editor of the Pall Matt Gazette, 1896-1909.
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